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 Problem: traditional static site is an outdated 
concept 
•  Gives information but does not interact with it 
•  Makes information hard to find 
•  Good for the general public 

 Portals are increasingly popular among 
universities 
•  More effective in conveying information 
•  Customizable - general information is more personal 
•  Comprehensive – personal information more 

accessible 



 Portals solve logistical 
problems for 
universities 

 The solutions can be 
broken into 
customization (of 
general information) 
and services (of a 
personal nature) 

Portal 

Customization 

Easy access to 
information 

Services 

Registration, 
schedules, 

applications, etc. 



 Personalization 
 Customization 
 Prevents information overload 
 Increase efficiency with information 

specific to the user 



 Central user management 
 Conversion of tools to online 

•  Scheduling,  financial aid, housing, parking, 
registration, applications, etc. 

•  Increased accessibility 
•  Decreased data entry and communication costs 

 File storage/information share 
•  Universally and securely accessible 
•  Shared files for groups/teams 



 Blackboard 
•  Extensively used by FSU 
•  Customizable 
•  Course and content management systems 

 Other systems 
•  Dokeos 
  Course and content management; open-source 

•  Moodle 
  Course management; freeware; moderately wide-spread 

•  OLAT 
  Learning Management System; open-source; European 















 Design 
•  Ease of use 
•  Efficient use of resources 
•  Accessibility 

 Consolidation 
•  All systems accessible from single login 
  “Secure Apps” page 

 Security 
•  Preventative measures 




